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By WILLIAM S. SINGER

T

B IFES, | became & volunteer lawyer working
@ Wil peopir with AIDS (FWas) and thelr loved
: I began writing their wills and powers

‘i alicioey, anewe ueslione ptuut b
'nndﬂber]:r;,-t!.:;n‘qu STATLy ey

“prebate wills and sdminister cataler bn the be-

glaning, | staried o keep a list of the names of

__-:mﬁm-t amisied, .
: after a whale, I divided the Wt separat-
< 1ng e 3l Hiving from the deceased, Iiufﬂnnu
- thelist of the dead exceednd 50, I stopped There
~Were {00 hany names and lhe names were e
_ Coming stallslica. These people are ool statistics
STy sy lndividuale 1 remermber clearly, T did
A-wanl o bern them inlo statlsllen
- The AIDS epidemic sppears differcatly In New
- Jensy. Allbough alwayy mmong the twp flve
sistes seber of capes, ?irv Jersey i
fierent he otber mlates [ significant
: waya. | intected with the TIIV virus which
can ¥ad to AIDS do oot live In one ceater city,
-__}::Tmhhmrmﬂ;ﬂtumﬁmum:u
p » 0T o st ;
h“-‘ﬂ'u:sr corunties, but sl

. 'TEe populafion of those [nfected
~¥iris also move diverse — more m
IDGTE Wolen, mMas} more Infapty. [ came to
- know pecple Itom « Tariety of races, ¢lazrey, life
iyles [walched [amilies dinintegrate as parentis
" ¥ocrumbed iy (he Hiness. [ dealt oflen with the
corzpefling and practical conslderallons of i
- ¥lding guardiess for-children about o become
‘orplans | helped men probect thelr lovers from
- Tamiltes whe did Dol respect thelr relstionships,
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Hhea 1 volunteered I [PAS 1o fiy toslarl m -

hmp::m io provide legol syistancn ts PWAs in
ew Jerser, [ lnoked 2t mupdels of legal

froes olher places” They dit ol {1t fiew

© JeTizy. These programs were hassd o0 cralrsl-

- ierwed 3T wpremd over a

}z#d populalions, In New Jerse ¥. the people to be

3 lwege area Logistieai
: :?t;—,izr_[r: bad ln be overrome 5

-
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=t and eventually, helping

ng

the AIDS ‘A
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The yoluniser
ey doet pot fare &
siuulcmmnrm{ammmc coce of
pervice providers. Finding lawrers in (e general
legal community willlsg o give Ume wax a
-:w:ti;ncci:tﬂ . fimf one Jetter pent v ﬁ'ﬁl,
wiranly or slate bar esocistion Tegresdin
produced a volonleer hflﬂm‘tmhﬂg‘lﬁ
ever evel acknowisdped Helping people with
ALDS hed oot become § worlly cause lo the New
Jerser legal communky. -

Uldmately, many otw-lawyert wers trained
who theg ital work contacting
clienls, gelting lecls 4nd omaking referrala. Of

also differed. New Jer-
ofgamixed gay profes-

. tourpe, there remisined cerlaln fometions that

only lwyers could provide As x sole practitic

‘mer with the [resdom (o iTange my own hetds

ule, | aften ﬂpE:td

k sarvices I the gap
where oo gne ¢ .

o,

DYER THE NEXT POUR YEARS, | YISITED
hospitals and sickbeds sit orer the siafe, For
Uuree yeart ruandng, my Chelstmay bolldsys wars
Interrupted Io provide roergency ATDE-ralated
legel ser=ices, Ameng PWAS [ exrned Lhe mick-
namc “Angel of Deald™ beegmses & copealtrilon
with me toeapl thal vne wez facing deslh nol xy
wone dim 4, but ax semething Langible

I was shaken the Dl limoe T vlalted & WA

ngel of Death_’-’i "

why wan nearing deafh [ will c3ll gy Tom

Tomn was bedridden abd skeletal the pight [
3aw him. He had moved (rom Marhattan te the ~
Folat Measant Sote of bis sister, brother-in-ixw

" mnd pleces, 3o that they could care for ks at the
#nd siage of his ilness, Hix lover had died 2 yoar
eariler,

Tom wanted 2 will {0 sosvee that whalever be
bhad was given to hlx dapghier by an esclier
martinge. Toms sister had fold e over the
lelephone thet Tom did nol really have ady a3
sty Iefl Al s mooey had been swzllasred infda
fight witk e AIDS virus But Tom iesisted thal
he wanted a will o give bim pesce of mind, =
Treniullon of omes

Az oo 13 ] began fo spesk (o Tom, [ learmed
what others who work with dying people kiow
At Lbess tpoments Lher? can be a clacity aod &0
irnmrediary which gels easlly losl in mosd daily
perEmal [nteractiom. The professiecs] purpose
for the wiall provided an easy coptext in which o
talk to him, ;

I felt o bomding — tnxzba only for thaf fee
roent, Lot It was very peal [ was abie o sathyfy
his peed sed Lo provide sofne rowigtion Tom'y
apprecistion was palpable. For me, the sxperi-
ance wis pot mouraful It had s sad side, buf
zadoesy was cverwaelmed by the doeper pemee of
that comection with him.

That was repeated many Umes, in
many set . 5o (ke nicknampe “Angel of Death” .
dhoes ool ¥ briber me. Wy vivits with the dlek
and dying offer mesning is & way whith is
¥atialying to beth of o, The I'WAS 2= resofving
Iannes, giving remseives peace of ‘mind; T am

- proriding legal documenis and geiting connetind
wilh my ows dumanily ;

Althaugh 1 stopped kesping the list, Tom ahd
the others are still with m= 23] tbe time. Those
nxneriences coplioue o nourish me Belpg with
PWAS bas enricked me spirilusliy They aie s
wouree of sirenglh when the stoemwes of Ii[‘N::m{
e

The wrilerizan alioroey From Belle f“_’fﬂd :




